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Be open to the Spirit 
A New Year is upon us. Are you listening? 

 

Slater UMC youth serenaded the community in December with an evening of Christmas carols. 

 

by Pastor Emily Peasley  

Dear Children of God, 

The start of a new calendar year is upon us. Are you someone who makes New Year’s 
resolutions? I never really have been. Instead, I usually try to focus on something during 
Lent that might become a regular practice or a needed change in living. I find resolutions 
hard to come up with and/or to keep for very long. 



However, if I’m prayerful and listening to the Spirit I am usually able to continue the 
practice longer, no matter what time of year it is, for the duration God calls me to. God is 
the one that knows what’s best for us and God is the one that will continually support each 
of us no matter what our life situation is at the time. 

Look for the information about the upcoming Lenten study this year. I encourage you to 
participate in one of the three studies or at least order a book and read it on your own. May 
you be open to the Spirit’s leading and may you be faithful to God’s call at any time of the 
year — no matter what you are asked to take on or give up or change in your life that is for 
the better. God will never let you down! 

Be God’s, 

Emily 

 

 
JANUARY-FEBRUARY 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

Views of 2018 financial giving  
by Church Council  

The above chart shows the 2018 Slater giving minus expenses by month. We want to keep 
the church members informed about the current financial situation. Please contact one of 
the board members with any questions or concerns.  



Also, as a follow up to our discussion of finances, the council thought it would interesting 
to see how many families we had at different levels of giving (see below). Some might not 
be able to increase giving by $30, but others might be able to increase giving by more than 
$30. 

Thank you for all you already give, not only in money but also time and talent. Please 
consider giving more if you can. If you can’t, that’s okay, too. Your presence and support 
are welcome and appreciated. 

2018 giving to date (mid-December) — 48-56 families 

$6,000+              2 

$2,000-6,000    7 

$1,000-2,000    14 

$500-1,000    11 

$100-500          15 

$1 – 100     7 

Communion  
Communion will be celebrated Jan. 6 and Feb. 3.  If you or someone you know would like 
communion brought to your home, please contact Pastor Emily. 

 

Scholarships available  

Are you headed to college next fall? Check out the United Methodist scholarships that you 
may qualify for.  Go to www.iumf.org or look on the bulletin board at the Slater UMC. 

 

Fun Club 

Eleven children met Wednesday, Dec. 5 to make fleece pillow covers. These were fringed 
with a fleece print that had Christmas moose sporting Christmas scarves on the front and 
red fleece on the back. Instead of knotting, the fringe was woven. The children also played 
“What's That Smell” game.  

Fun Club resumes Wednesday, Jan. 16, 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.  

http://www.iumf.org/
http://www.iumf.org/


 

Quilt Club 

Six members of Quilt Club met Thursday, Dec. 6 and accomplished a lot! We cut fabric into 
squares, did a layout for squares already cut, sewed many squares together and ironed 
seams on squares sewn. We'll soon have tops ready to tie and bind in preparation to deliver 
to local people, the Madrid Home, and Blank Children's Hospital. 

 

Ash Wednesday  

The beginning of Lent, the 40 days before Easter, starts on Ash Wednesday, March 6. The 
Ash Wednesday service will be at 7 p.m. at Slater UMC. Come for a time of reflection and 
preparation as we enter the season before Easter. 

 

Backpack Buddies  

Backpack Buddies are asking for soup and crackers for the month of January. 

 

Commission on a Way Forward  

Don’t forget that Feb. 23-26 will be a crucial time for the very structure and operation of 
the entire Methodist church as a Special Session of the General Conference of the UMC 
convenes in St. Louis. The session will discuss and act on issues of “human sexuality” that 
have been the topic of forthright community forums in recent months in local 
congregations (at churches in Des Moines and Ankeny, among others). An entire portion of 
the umc.org website provides full documentation for the conference and also will post 
updates as votes are cast and decisions are made.  

 

Preview to the Lenten and Easter schedule  

Ash Wednesday: 7 p.m. March 6 at Slater UMC 

Maundy Thursday: 7 p.m. April 18 at Sheldahl UMC 

Good Friday: 7 p.m. April 19 at Slater UMC 

http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-session


Easter Sunrise: 7 a.m. April 21 at Slater UMC 

 

Calendar   

January 

7 — A new class of Stephen Ministers will begin training.  

9 — 7 p.m., Slater Council meeting 

13 — Noon, Sheldahl potluck with council meeting to follow 

31 — Ballard Creek worship 

  

February 

13 — 6:30 p.m., joint council at Slater with separate council meetings to follow 

19 — 10 a.m., Bible study at Slater 

20 — 6 p.m., Bible study at Slater; 7 p.m., Bible study at Sheldahl 

26 — 10 a.m., Bible study at Slater 

27 — 6 p.m., Bible study at Slater; 7 p.m., Bible study at Sheldahl 

 

Monthly gatherings 

United Methodist Men’s Breakfast — Second Saturday, 8 a.m., Slater 

Helping Hands — Second and fourth Wednesday, 3 p.m., Slater 

Fun Club (sponsored by Helping Hands) — First and third Wednesday, Slater 

Quilting Group — First and third Thursday, 1-3 p.m., Slater 

Food Pantry — Tuesday mornings 10-11 a.m., Wednesday evenings 7-8 p.m., Bethlehem 
Lutheran 

Card Club — Fridays, 1 p.m., Slater 

Thanks for all your newsletter items 



Please keep submitting all  your notes and information. Remember to reach out to me at 
kyleleemunson@gmail.com if you’re not receiving regular e-newsletters or this bimonthly 
newsletter, or if you have any questions. Those without email/online access will receive 
mailed paper versions of this bimonthly newsletter during the first week of January. I’ll 
announce a deadline soon for the March-April issue. Thank you! 

 

READ MORE AT SLATERUMC.ORG  

 

  

Slater-Sheldahl United Methodist Church 
401 Story St., Slater, IA 50244 

mailto:kyleleemunson@gmail.com
https://www.slaterumc.org/

