
05-24-2020 Ascension Sunday Message 
 
 
The scripture passages I would like to share with you are from Acts 
1 and from Matthew 28.  In our Christian calendar we are entering 
the end of the Easter season.  Thursday was Ascension Day and 
today is Ascension Sunday.  It is a day to celebrate Jesus being 
lifted up to heaven to sit at the right hand of God.  The first passage 
I have is from Acts 1:6-14 and this is a description of what 
happened at that time.  Acts was written somewhere between 70 
and 90 CE.and it is also referred to sometimes as the 2nd book of 
Luke.  
  

Acts 1:6-14 New International Version (NIV) 
 

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this 
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father 
has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid 
him from their sight. 
10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when 
suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” 
they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, 
who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way 
you have seen him go into heaven.” 
 

Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas 
 

12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount 
of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they 



went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were 
Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of 
James. 14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the 
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 

 
So in this passage it just talks briefly about what happened and the 
last words the disciples had with Jesus.  Now Jesus has been lifted 
up but he says that will return. Now the second passage is from 
Matthew and one that I am sure may be familiar to you as the Great 
Commission. 
 

Matthew 28:16-20 New International Version (NIV) 
 
The Great Commission 
 

16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus 
had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some 
doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age.” 

 
  
These are the passages I will be using for my message this 
morning. I would first like to talk about what has been going on with 
the disciples through this Easter season.  They have seen their 
leader  arrested.  They have seen their leader being tortured.  They 
have seen their leader being crucified and the disciples have gone 
through a lot of tumultuous times.  They have experienced a lot of 



stress and they still live in a lot of fear.  Then they have another 
extraordinary experience where Jesus is resurrected and he is 
brought back to life.  And when Jesus is brought back the disciples 
continue to learn from him.  Jesus is still teaching them.  They 
spent time with Jesus where he was performing miracles and spent 
time with him where he fed thousands.  They have spent these forty 
days with him and now Jesus has been taken back up into heaven 
and he has given the disciples this great commision to share the 
good news with the rest of the world.  So this great commision is 
also the mission for The United Methodist Church, to go and make 
disciples of Jesus in all nations for the transformation of the world. 
Now Jesus gave this commission to his disciples and they had a 
huge job ahead of them.  If we look at the history of our church we 
can see how this message has spread.  First it was among the 
Jewish people and then Paul took the message to the Gentiles and 
it expanded across both Eastern Europe and the West.  Although 
there may be differences denominationally, at the very heart of our 
faith is that Jesus is the Christ, meaning the anointed one and that 
Jesus is Lord. That God gave him the final authority and Jesus was 
to teach us and for us know God's commands.  If we think about 
the message that Jesus sent, there had to have been something 
enduring within that otherwise it would not have lasted for almost 
2000 years.  It has endured over time and in many different 
locations throughout the world so it is indeed a message that 
crosses all kinds of boundaries.  
  
As our faith grew and evolved,we started ministering not just to a 
few people but to a wide variety of individuals.  As we had 
denominational splits, these groups used different methods to 



evangelize to others.  They reached out to people in their own 
community and tried to fill needs in their own individual way. 
Instead of one large religious group reaching out to only one 
particular group, now we see those ministries reaching out farther 
and to more individuals than before.  With the gifts our Christain 
ancestors were given, it enabled them to spread our faith and keep 
it alive.  When we had the Reformation, there was more talk about 
our call and our spiritual gifts and in our Protestant tradition we 
have been taught to discover and refine those spiritual gifts and 
then put them to use to carry out the Great Commision.  
 
One point I wanted to stress in my message today is that we can 
see evidence of God's work all around us.  We can see evidence of 
God's work historically.  If we look at hospitals that have been built 
by religious organizations, that is part of God's work. Let's look at 
the Baptist church who focus very heavily on evangelism.They 
send missionaries out to places that a lot of other people wouldn't 
want to go, but God is working within those individuals because 
they are willing and want to share God's message.  Although we 
have differences within our denominations, at the very heart  of our 
faith is Jesus, who is the Christ. 
 
We can see God working within our own communities as well. 
There is a group of  pastors who I meet with six times a year that is 
a mentoring group who support each other and are accountable to 
each other.  One thing that is always asked is if we have had any 
God sightings.  God sighting is simply a term that asks if we have 
seen someone acting in Christian loving manner towards 
somebody else or have we been seeing acts of mercy performed 



by some individual.   It might simply be someone opening the door 
or someone helping out another.  We share the God sightings 
within our communities and things that we have personally seen or 
experienced.  It is both reassuring and affirming to us that God is 
present and working within our different communities. 
 
I know, being the pastor at the Slater and Sheldahl United 
Methodist churches, that God is working here in these two 
churches.  A few weeks ago when this whole COVID thing started, 
some of the assisted living facilities needed masks.  Many churches 
sent our emails to their congregations and asked their 
congregations if they would be willing to make these masks.  Now 
these facilities don't need any more masks, in fact,  they have some 
extra, but that shows God working within our community.  With both 
the Blessing Box and the Comet Cupboard being used more 
heavily because of the pandemic, I was asked to reach out for more 
donations to refill them and those donations came in.  One story I 
would like to share is that someone donated their stimulus check 
for these food pantries.  Those are instances of God working in this 
community.  You may feel moved to do something else.  We have a 
number of people sending out cards, making phone calls to others, 
making grocery runs because they have felt the call to help others 
and God is working within them.  And those are all God sightings.  
 
God is ever present and enduring.  He is going to be there for us 
and he is going to make a return.  In a couple of weeks I am going 
to be talking about spiritual gifts and the Holy Spirit.  There is 
reassurance and affirmation of God’s presence with those gifts 
working in so many people.  When we share those sightings and 



experiences, it is an expression of our faith and it helps our faith to 
spread.  That is a way for us to evangelize.  When we see faith in 
action or when we answer that call, that is God working in us.  
 
Let's have trust in that and have trust that when we have a need or 
our burdens are too great, if we ask God for help, He will be there 
for us.  Just as He has helped with all these other needs, He will be 
there to help with our needs as well.  That is part of having this 
relationship with God, where we share with God and God brings 
clarity to the message He wants us to know.  It is a blessing to have 
that kind of relationship and to have that assurance and to have 
Jesus as your backstop.  
 
If we look back at Methodist tradition, the church has started many 
hospitals.  The Salvation Army is a Methodist based organization 
so some of our God sightings can be be very big but we have many 
smaller ones as well.`  When we see God's call being answered, 
we are also seeing this Great Commision lived out in others and we 
are active in this Great Commision when we put our faith in action. 
Take note of any God sightings you may see this week and use 
those as inspiration,affirmation and assurance that God is with us 
and He will always be with us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Birthdays 
Sheldahl 
JoAnne Barnes May 25 
Phyllis Martens May 26 
LaJean Gaulke May 30 
 
Slater 
Olivia Finn May 25 
Beth Boelman May 30 
Ricky Howard May 30 
Jace Krogh May 30 
Wesley Ransom May 30 
 


